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AGRICULTURAL PRICES AND OTHER CURRENT ITEMS 


FARM WAGE RATES INCREASE 


Farm wage rates, both by the day 
and hour, increased in North Carolina 
during the year ended January 1, 1952. 

The rate per day with house in- 
creased from $3.70 on January 1, 1951 
to $4.00 on January 1, 1952. The 
rate per day without board or room 
increased from $4.45 to $4.85 during 
the same period. 

The average rate per hour with- 
out board or room increased from 53 
cents on January 1, 1951 to 59 cents 
cn January 1, 1952. 

Farm wage rates in the South At- 
lantic States also increased during 
the year ended January 1, 1952 (See 
table below) 


DAILY AND HOURLY FARM WAGE RATES N. C. 
AND SOUTH ATLANTIC STATES COMPARED 


AREA AND JAN. 1 JAN. 1 
CLASSIFICATION 1951 1952 


NORTH CAROLINA 


PER DAY: WITH HOUSEscee 
WITHOUT BOARD OR ROOM. 
PER Hour: 

WITHOUT BOARD OR ROOM. 


SOUTH ATLANTIC STATES 


PER DAY: WITH HOUSE secoee 
WtTHOUT BOARD OR ROOM. 
PER HOUR: 

WITHOUT BOARD OR ROOM, 


Increasing numbers of ltvestock to 
be fed this year are expected to reduce 
the feed grain carry-over next fall. 


U. S. winter wheat production tn '52 
is forecast at 918 millton bushels, 42 
percent above the '51 crop. 


0. S. hog production appears to be 
be turning down, after increasing for 
5 consecutive years. Parmers! inten- 
tions, as of December 1, point to 8 per- 
cent fewer sows to farrow this spring 
than a year earlier. 


The seasonal price decline for eggs has 
started. By spring egg prices may be about 
the same as a year earlier, perhaps even 
lower. 


RECORD DECEMBER CHICK HATCH 


A total of 3,992,000 chicks were 
produced by commercial hatcheries in 
North Carolina during December. This 
was the largest December hatch on 
record, exceeding production during 
December 1950 by 43 percent and the 
five-year (1945-49) average by 138 
percent. December production exceeded 
November production by over 12 per- 
cent or 447,000 chicks. 

Output in the State during 1951 
totaled 60,343,000 chicks. This ex- 
ceeds production during 1950 by over 
12 percent or 8,759,000 chicks. : 

South Carolina and Floridawere the 
only South Atlantic States hatching 
less chicks in 1951 than in 1950. The 
decrease in Florida was minor whereas 
the decrease in South Carolina amount- 
ed to 8 percent. In the South Atlantic 
States eggs in incubators on January 1, 
1952, were up 13 percent from a year 
earlier and 15 percent more chicks 
were booked for February delivery. 
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RECORD HONEY PRODUCTION IN 
NORTH CAROLINA DURING 1951 


Production of honey in North Caro- 
lina during 1951 reached the highest 
level of record with a total of 6,- 
426,000 pounds. The previous high 
record was set in 1947 with a produc- 
tion of 6, 228,000 pounds. 

Honey production during 1951 more 
than doubled the 19506 crop of 2,775,- 
000 pounds. An average production 
of 34 pounds per colony was primarily 
responsible for the 1952 record crop 
since the number of colonies in 1951 
exceeded 1950 by only 4,000 or from 
185,000 colonies in 1950 to 189,000 
in 1951. The yield of 34 pounds per 
colony in 1951 was the second high- 
est of record. The record per col- 
ony yield was set in 1947 with 36 
pounds. 

Beeswax production in North Caro- 
lina in 1951 was 129,000 pounds com- 
pared with 56,000 pounds in 1950. 

(Continued on Page 4) 
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PRICES RECEIVED INDEX DOWN 8 POINTS 


The "All Farm Products" index of prices received by 
North Carolina farmers at local markets dropped 8 points 
during the month ended January 15. The January 15 "All 
Farm Products" index at 302 compares with 310 in mid-Dec- 
ember, 308 on January 15, 1951 and 218 on January 15, 1950. 

The grains commodity index increased 4 points as the 
result of higher prices for corn, wheat, barley and rye. 
The grains commodity index at 199 is 7 points higher than 
on the same date last year. 

The cotton and cottonseed index decreased two points 
as the result of slightly lower cotton prices. The in- 
crease of $1.00 per ton in cottonseed was not enough to 
offset the decline in cotton. 

The meat animals commodity index increased 8 points 
The increase in beef cattle and lamb prices more than off- 
set lower prices received for hogs, veal calves and sheep. 

A decrease of five cents per pound in average burley 
prices resulted in a drop of 38 points in the tobacco 
price index. 

The poultry commodity index dropped 38 points during 
the month ended January 15. The decrease of 12 cents per 
dozen in egg prices more than offset an increase of two 
cents per pound in the price of chickens. 

The dairy commodity index decreased 3 points as the re- 
sult of lower prices for milk and butter. Butterfat in- 
creased from 59 to 61 cents per pound. 

The miscellaneous products index increased 14 points 
during the month ended January 15. Increased prices re- 
ceived for peanuts, Irish potatoes, sweetpotatoes and 
apples raised this index. Farmers received slightly low- 
er prices for cowpeas, soybeans and wool. 

The ratio of prices received by North Carolina farm- 
ers to prices paid by U. S. farmers decreased from 109 
on December 15 to 105 on January 15. The index of prices 
received by U. S. farmers dropped 5 points during the 
month ended January 15 (see table below). 


PRICES RECEIVED BY FARMERS JANUARY 15, 1952 
WITH COMPARISONS 


NORTH CAROLINA 
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offset the decreases. 


COMPARISON OF U. S. PRICES RECEIVED BY FARMERS 
AND PARITY PRICES 
PARITY OR 


COMP ARABL E 
PRICES 


AVERAGE PRICES 
AS PERCENTAGE 
OF_PARI TY 


PRICES RECEIVED 
BY FARMERS 


COMMODITY 


DeEc.15 JAN.15 


.15| Dec.15 JAN.15 
ohaea 1951 1952 


Dec. 15 
1952 1951 1952 


1951 


- DOLLARS- 


2 387 
2.20 
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eeeeenr 


oe ry 


4.82 


WHLSE. CWT. | 5. -165/ 4.83 


i 
MILK, 98a/d/ 10a 


a/ Revised b/ Preliminary c/ Transitional parity, 85 percent 

a (90 percent during 1951) g, parity price computed under 
formula in use prior to Jan, 1, 1950. d/ Percentage of 

Seasonally adjusted prices to harity prices. 


U. S. PRICES RECEIVED DOWN 5 POINTS 


Lower prices for eggs and turkeys, cotton and cotton- 
seed, most meat animals, and oranges and grapefruit dur- 
ing the month ending January 15, 1952, were primarily res- 
ponsible for reducing the Index of Prices Received by 
Farmers 5 points or nearly 2 percent. Higher prices for 
butterfat, chickens, veal calves, hay, and rice partly 
As of January 15, the Index of 
Prices Received by Farmers stood at 300 percent of the 
1910-14 average, the same as a year ago. 

The Index of Prices Paid by Farmers including Interest, 
Taxes, and Farm Wage Rates (Parity Index) rose 3 points, 
or slightly over 1 percent, to 287 during the month end- 
ing January 15. Higher prices for feeder cattle, feed, 
and food, offset only in part by lower prices for cloth- 
ing and building materials, raised the Index of Prices 
Paid by Farmers for commodities 2 points, or about three- 
fourths of one percent, to 275. This increase, combined 
with increases of 5 percent in the index of farm wage 
rates, 4 percent in the index of taxes payable per acre 
on farm real estate, and 8 percent in the index of inter- 
est payable per acre on mortgages secured by farm real 
estate, accounted for the rise in the over-all index. 
It is now 15 points or 5.5 percent higher than January 
a year ago. 

As a result of these changes, the Parity Ratio (ratio 
of Index of Prices Received by Farmers to Index of Prices 
Paid by Farmers including Interest, Taxes, and Farm Wage 
Rates) dropped 2 points and as of January 15, 1952,.stood 
at 105. This is 5 points (5 percent) below January 1951. 


NORTH CAROLINA AND UNITED STATES INDEX NUMBERS 


(N.C. PRICES RECEIVED 1909-14 = 100 PERCENT) 
Dec. 15 JAN.15 JAN .15 Jan.15 | JAn.15 
1951 1952 1951 1950 1949 


ALL FARM PRODUCTS... 310 302 308 218 245 
COTTON & COTTONSEED 321 319 346 214 242 
195 199 192 163 182 
410 418 4i1 317 364 
303 265 271 190 290 
250 247 242 223 242 
356 a/ 318 : 256 295 
MISCELLANEOUS 269 283 235 232 234 
RATIO OF PRICES 
RECE!VED TO PAID- 109 105 113 88 99 
UNITED STATES iNDEX NUMBERS 
PRICES RECEIVED, coc 305 300 300 235 268 
PRICES PAID 
INTEREST & TAXES... 284 287 272 249 248 
RATIO OF PRICES 
RECE? VED TO PAID.. 107 105 110 


a Type 31 


b/ Ratio of N.C. prices received to U.S. prices paid 


a 
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FEED PRICES INCREASE 


Prices paid by North Carolina farmers for most high 
protein and grain by-products feeds increased slightly 
during the month ended January 15. 

Mixed dairy feeds containing 16 and 20 percent protein 
increased 5 cents per hundred pounds. Of the high protein 
feeds, soybean meal decreased 40 cents per hundred pounds 


CERTIFIED SEED POTATO PRODUCTION IN 1951 
28 PERCENT SMALLER THAN RECORD 1950 CROP 


Production of certified seed potatoes in 1951 is est- 
imated at 36,650,982 bushels, This is the smallest crop 
of certified seed stock in 6 years, and compares with 
the record of 51,071,441 bushels in 1950, and the 1940- 
49 average of 33,488,401 bushels. 

The reduction is attributed mostly to the sharply smal- 
ler acreage harvested in 1951, as the yield per acre of 
332 bushels is only slightly smaller than the 1950 yield 
and is the third largest on record. 

Reports from certifying officials in 31 States to the 
Bureau of Agricultural Economics show that 110, 245 acres 
of certified seed were harvested in 1951. This acreage 
represents a reduction of 25 percent, or 35,937 acres 
from the 146,182 acres harvested in 1950, and compares 
with the 10-year average of 134,821 acres. More than 90 
percent of the reduction in 1951 was in eight States-- 
North Dakota, Minnesota, Maine, California, Idaho, Ne- 
braska, Oregon, and New York. 

Certifying officials reported on 56 varieties of seed 
potatoes in 1951. Reductions from the previous year were 
shown for 38 of these, with Madison, Menominee, Calrose, 
Chisago, Earliest of All, Gold Coin, and Red Bliss drop- 
ping out. 

Increases occurred in 17 varieties with Kennebec, a 
blight-resistant variety adapted for northern areas, show-— 
ing the most significant gain among the established va- 
rieties, and among the newer varieties, Cherokee, De Soto, 
Lasoda, and White Cloud showing sharp increases. 

Katahdin, a widely adapted late variety, with a pro- 
duction of 10,853,109 bushels representing nearly 30 per- 
cent of all certified seed potatoes, led all other va- 
rieties for the fifth consectuive year. Cobbler, with 
4,984,533 bushels, held second place; Triump with 4,- 
009,666 bushels, was third; Russet Burbank, with 3, 722, - 
266 bushels, was fourth; and White Rose, with 2,432,917 
bushels, was fifth. 

The combined production of 26 million bushels of these 
five leading varieties represents a drop of 32 percent 
from 1950. The sharp declines in these and other leading 
varieties were partly offset by a noteworthy increase in 
in Kennebec potatoes. 

From a mere beginning of 200 bushels produced in 1948, 
Kennebec, with a production of 1,868,461 bushels in 1951, 
ranked sixth among all varieties, and increases were shown 
by all 20 States where the variety was grown. 
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while cottonseed meal and meat scrap increased 10 cents. 

Middlings and corn meal increased 10 and 15 cents res- 
pectively. Laying mash advanced 10 cents per hundred and 
scratch grain was up 5 cents. 


All U. S&S feed prices advanced during the month ended 
Janwary 15. 


FEED PRICES PAID BY FARMERS DECEMBER 15, 
WITH COMPARISONS 


NORTH CAROLINA UNITED STATES 
Dec. 158 JAN. 18 Dec. 15 Jan. 15 
1951 1952 1951 1952 


- DOLLARS - 


1951 


FEED PER 
HUNDREDWE| GHT 


MIXED DAIRY FEED 
UNDER 29% PROTEIN 


state aaa bes kre avten 4. 40 4.47 4.53 
sonore 4.15 4.38 4.43 
ioe 4.30 4.52 4.58 
aOR) 4.60 4.57 4.64 
29% rem OME Rinne arene es, 5.40 5.28 Sas 
HIGH PROTEIN FEEDS 
(CHINSEED (MEALS. ae - 4. 4. 
SOYBEAN MEAL...... 5.40 5. Ss 
CoTTONSEED MEAL... 4.30 ea, Ss 
MEATOSGRAP Sica 6.50 6. 6. 
GRAIN BY-PRODUCTS 
Sis Bathe seed oarat era 4.15 4. 4, 
MiNDDEJINIGSisie ysis 30 =e 4.15 4. 4. 
CORN MEALS cas. 05s 4.65 4. 4. 
CoRN GLUTEN....... - Se 35 
POULTRY FEED 
Bigtercue ie = 5.30 5: Se 
sists! cvs 4.70 4. 4. 


PEACH, PEAR AND PECAN PRODUCTION UP IN 1951 


Commercial peach production in North Carolina during 
1951 is estimated at 3,024,000 bushels -- 552 percent 
greater than the small 1950 crop when only 548,000 bush- 
els were harvested. 

The total value of the 3,024,000 bushels harvested 
is estimated at $6,048,000 which exceeds the value of 
the 1950 crop by 148 percent. 

Apple growers on the other hand harvested a smaller 
crop than last year. Production is estimated at 8 25, - 
000 bushels, 36 percent below the 1950 harvest. Value 
of the 1951 crop is estimated at $1,444,000, about 34 
percent less than the value of the 1950 crop. 

Pear production in the State is of little commercial 
Significance. Production totalled 297,000 bushels com- 
pared with 150,000 bushels produced a year ago. Both 
production and value in 1951 almost doubled that of 1950. 

The 5,700 tons of grapes produced in North Carolina 
during 1951 exceeded the 1950 crop by almost 4 percent 
or 200 tons. 

The 1951 pecan crop was 50 percent above 1950 produc- 
tion. The 3,072,000 pounds of pecans produced in 1951 
compares with a production of 2,047,000 pounds last year. 
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RECORD TURKEY 


Tar Heel turkey growers have in- 
dicated that they expect to raise 
a record crop of 981,000 turkeys dur- 
ing 1952. This will be 35 percent 
more than the 727,000 produced in 
1951 and 169 percent more than the 
five year (1944-48) average of 365, - 
000. 

For the United States an increase 
of about 11 percent in turkey pro- 
- duction is expected if growers carry 
out their intentions. All areas of 
the country expect increases ranging 
from 4 percent in the South Central 
States to 31 percent in the South 
Atlantic States. ‘ 

Reasons given by turkey growers 
for the increase over last year are 
higher turkey prices during the past 
season, a more favorable turkey-feed 


FARM REPORT 
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price relationship and smaller cold 
storage holdings on January 1, 1952 
than a year earlier. 

The number of turkeys actually 
raised usually varies from January 1 
intentions, the difference depending 
on price of feed, supply and price 
of hatching eggs and poults, and the 
value of turkeys remaining in grow- 
ers’ hands. Prices received by grow- 
ers for turkeys during the last half 
of 1951 averaged 12 percent higher 
than in 1950 while feed prices were 
10 percent higher, resulting in a 
more favorable price-feed relation- 
ship than in 1950. Live turkey prices 
in mid-December were 15 percent high- 
er than a year earlier, while the 
cost of farm poultry ration was up 
13 percent. 


COMPARISON OF TURKEYS RAISED 1949-1951 
WITH GROWERS INTENTIONS FOR 1952 


STATE AND 
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HONEY PRODUCTION (Continued) 


Production of honey in the United 
States in 1951 totaled 259,006,000 
pounds. This was 11 percent more 
than 1950 and 17 percent more than 
the 1945-49 average. Honey produc- 
tion per colony was 46.5 pounds, the 
highest yield since 1941, compared 
with 41.5 pounds in 1950 and the 
average of 39 pounds. The 1951 honey 
crop was produced by 5,572,000 col- 
onies of bees, one percent less than 
1950. Beeswax production in 195% 
was 4,705,000 pounds compared with 
with 4,275,000 in 1950. 


HONEY PRODUCTION, 1950-51* 


TOTAL HONEY 
PRODUCTION 


NUMBER 

COLONIES 

OF BEES 
1951 


* 1951 Preliminary 


Parmers are expected to receive 
higher prices this winter than last 
for cabbage, carrots, cauliflower, 
escarole and lettuce...lower pro- 
duction coupled with strong demand. 


Smaller supplies, in the face of 
strong demand, account for higher 
prices for corn and other feeds than 
a year ago. 


